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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 7-13, and 16-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holmes et al. (hereinafter Holmes) (US 6,636,749) in view of Lilja et 
al. (hereinafter Lilja) (US 5,991,640). 

Regarding claim 1, Holmes teaches a method, comprising: providing a handset 
(item 110 in Figure 2) coupled to interface with a docking station (item 104 in Figure 2), 
initiating a communications session, wherein the communications session spans from 
the handset to a remote communications device (item 127 in Figure 2) using a WPAN 
communications link (Blue tooth module 106 in Figure 2; Col. 6, line 61), and out from 
the remote communications device using a cellular link (Col. 6, lines 57-65); the handset 
translating between the WPAN communications link and the cellular link (Col. 5, lines 7- 
13, item 106 in Figure 5); if the handset is in the docked condition, the handset routing 
an audio component through the docking station (item 106 in Figure 1; Col. 8, lines 18- 
33); and if the handset is in the undocked condition, the handset routing the audio 
component through the handset (item 106 in Figure 5; Col. 8,lines 59-62). Holmes fails 
to teach the handset determining one of a docked condition and an undocked condition. 
However, Lilja teaches in an analogous art, the handset determining one of a docked 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,786 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2683 

condition and an undocked condition (Col. 3, lines 17-21). Therefore, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention to have the handset 
determining one of a docked condition and an undocked condition. This modification 
makes the system very user friendly by reducing the number of operations to be 
performed by the operator of the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 2, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Holmes further teaches wherein the WPAN communications link utilizes a Bluetooth 
communications protocol (Col. 6, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 3, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Holmes further teaches the handset discovering and coupling to the remote 
communications device (item 127 in Figure 5) using the, WPAN communications (item 
106 in Figure 5, Col. 6, lines 57-62) link. 

Regarding claim 4, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1 . Holmes further teaches, wherein the docking station is integrated with a vehicle (item 
102 in Figure 2, Col. 4, line 12). 

Regarding claim 7, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session using a human 
interface element on the handset (Col. 4, lines 41-47). 

Regarding claim 8, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1 . Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session using the handset 
(Col. 4, lines 41-47). 
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Regarding claim 9, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session comprises the handset 
receiving a communication session request from the remote communications device 
(Col. 4, lines 41-47). 

Regarding claim 10, Holmes teaches a handset (item 1 10 in Figure 2) coupled to 
interface with a docking station, comprising a computer-readable medium containing 
computer instructions for instructing a processor to perform a method of controlling a 
communications session, the instructions comprising (Col. 3, lines 46-65): initiating the 
communications session, wherein the communications session spans from the handset 
to a remote communications device using a WPAN communications link (Bluetooth 
module 106 in Figure 2; Col. 6, line 61), and out from the remote communications 
device using a cellular link (Col. 6, lines 57-65); the handset translating between the 
WPAN communications link and the cellular link (Col. 5, lines 7-13, item 106 in Figure 
5); if the handset is in the docked condition, the handset routing an audio component 
through the docking station (item 106 in Figure 1, Col. 8, lines 18-33); and if the handset 
is in the undocked condition, the handset routing the audio component through the 
handset (item 106 in Figure 5; Col. 8, lines 59-62). Holmes fails to teach the handset 
determining one of a docked condition and an undocked condition. However, Lilja 
teaches in an analogous art, the handset determining one of a docked condition and an 
undocked condition (Col. 3, lines 17-21). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time invention to have the handset determining one of a 
docked condition and an undocked condition. This modification makes the system very 
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user friendly by reducing the number of operations to be performed by the operator of 
the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches wherein the WPAN communications link utilizes a 
Bluetooth communications protocol (Col. 6, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 12, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches the handset discovering and coupling to the remote 
communications device (item 127 in Figure 5) using the, WPAN communications (item 
106 in Figure 5, Col. 6, lines 57-62) link. 

Regarding claim 13, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches, wherein the docking station is integrated with a 
vehicle (item 102 in Figure 2, Col. 4, line 12). 

Regarding claim 16, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session using a human 
interface element on the handset (Col. 4, lines 41-47). 

Regarding claim 17, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session using the 
handset (Col. 4, lines 41-47). 

Regarding claim 18, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Holmes further teaches, initiating the communications session comprises the 
handset receiving a communications session request from the remote communications 
device (Col. 4, lines 41-47). 
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Claims 5,6,14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Holmes in view of Lilja and further in view of Huh et al. (hereinafter Huh) (US 
2003/0008680). 

Regarding claim 5, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Neither Holmes nor Lilja teaches the handset is in the docked condition, initiating the 
communications session via voice recognition algorithm in one of the docking station 
and the handset. However, Huh teaches the handset is in the docked condition, 
initiating the communications session via voice recognition algorithm in one of the 
docking station and the handset (Abstract, lines 15-18; Paragraph [0055], lines 23-26). 
Therefore, it would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to have the process of initiating the communications session via voice 
recognition algorithm in one of the docking station and the handset. This modification 
makes the handset a truly hands-free car kit and also provides a user-friendly access to 
the handset. 

Regarding claim 6, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the claim 
1. Neither Holmes nor Lilja teaches the handset is in the docked condition, one of the 
docking station and the handset executing a noise reduction algorithm during the 
communications session. However, Huh teaches the handset is in the docked condition, 
one of the docking station and the handset executing a noise reduction algorithm during 
the communications session (Paragraph [0014], lines 5-10, Paragraph [0072], lines 42- 
47). Therefore, it would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to have the handset is in the docked condition, one of the docking 
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station and the handset executing a noise reduction algorithm during the 
communications session. This modification improves the quality of the audio signals. 

Regarding claim 14, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Neither Holmes nor Lilja teaches the handset is in the docked condition, 
initiating the communications session via voice recognition algorithm in one of the 
docking station and the handset. However, Huh teaches the handset is in the docked 
condition, initiating the communications session via voice recognition algorithm in one of 
the docking station and the handset (Abstract, lines 15-18; Paragraph [0055], lines 23- 
26). This modification makes the handset a truly hands-free car kit and also provides a 
user-friendly access to the handset. 

Regarding claim 15, Holmes in view of Lilja teaches all the particulars of the 
claim 10. Neither Holmes nor Lilja teaches the handset is in the docked condition, one 
of the docking station and the handset executing a noise reduction algorithm during the 
communications session. However, Huh teaches the handset is in the docked condition, 
one of the docking station and the handset executing a noise reduction algorithm during 
the communications session (Paragraph [0014], lines 5-10, Paragraph [0072], lines 42- 
47). This modification improves the quality of the audio signals. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Muthuswamy G. Manoharan whose telephone number 
is 571-272-5515. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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